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For Love of the Water
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Current Nuisance Flooding
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Maryland’s Coastal Zone



Maryland’s Coastal Zone

• Maryland’s CZMP is a networked program 

through partnered State agencies to address:

• Blue Infrastructure

• Coastal Hazards Resiliency

• Public Access and Water Trails

• Working Waterfronts

• Ocean Planning and Renewable Offshore Energy

• Climate Change and Coastal Conservation

• Water Quality and Climate Change Impacts



In other words…

• One floodplain, many languages:

– Emergency Management

– Floodplain Management

– Land Use Planning

– Public Works

– Economic Development

– Tourism and Recreation



CoastSmart Communities Program

• Translator of floodplain languages

• Dedicated to assisting Maryland’s coastal 

communities address coastal hazards, such as 

coastal flooding, storm surge, and sea level rise.

• CoastSmart connects local planners to essential 

information, tools, people, and trainings.



CoastSmart Communities Program

• Help utilize existing mapping tools 

• Connect to information, training and 
resources

• Grants to Local Governments 



• Maryland’s Coastal Atlas 

• Informational factsheets

• Online Resource Center

• Partnered Trainings

• CoastSmart Scorecard

• Community Grants

CoastSmart Program Resources



Online Resource Center



Identifying Coastal Hazards
 



http://dnrweb.dnr.state.md.us/CoastSmart/pdfs/scorecard.pdf







So now what?



Planning for Coastal Hazards



CoastSmart Communities Grant

• Financial support to local government:

• Encourages communities to incorporate climate 

change and coastal hazard impacts within 

required planning activities

• Awarded over $600,000 by the MD Coastal Zone 

Management Program to support projects in over 

20 of its 114 coastal communities since 

CoastSmart’s launch in 2008

• Helps increase the resilience of a community and 

reduce the long-term vulnerability to coastal 

hazards

• RFP Closed March 13, 2015, 11:59pm
• Currently in Review for starting October 1, 2015



CoastSmart Communities Grant 

• Potential projects:

– Update floodplain and zoning 

ordinances

– Update hazard mitigation, 

comprehensive plans & Critical Areas 

– Update Capital Improvement Project 

plans

– Apply to Community Rating System

– Adopt a Sea Level Rise Overlay 

District

– Develop a public outreach campaign 

on hazard risk



Current Grant Projects

• City of Annapolis – Designing a Historic Cultural Resiliency Plan (Started 10/1/14)

• Baltimore City – Tracking of Coastal Adaptation Strategies (Started 11/15/14)

• Baltimore County – Floodplain Area Resiliency Initiative through CRS (Started 5/4/14)

• Calvert County – Preparing for Sea Level Rise in Calvert County (Started 1/1/15)

• Prince George’s County – Creating a Coastal Flood Risk Reduction Program (Started 
10/1/14)

• Town of Snow Hill – Updating Zoning Ordinance and Coastal Floodplain Maps

(Started 10/1/14)

• Talbot County – Developing a Hazard Risk Reduction Public Outreach Campaign

(Started 10/1/14)



So…

Adaptive * Ready * Resilient – You tell us
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